
Pupils discussed the varying ways in 

which artists make self portraits and 

the importance of setting. They thought 

about how we can learn about people by 

exploring the places that are important to 
them. Pupils made sketches of places that 

are important to them. They then created 

these shoe box portraits of their special 
places, using mixed media. 

My Favourite 
Place

The work on this page was created by Year 6

 at Christopher Hatton Primary School, in Holborn, London. 1) Making annotated diagrams

Ask children to think about a place that is special to them.

It could be interior or exterior; they could visit the place every day (like their bedroom) or only once (family’s 
house abroad).

When they have chosen the place, they should draw it out on A3 paper, deciding what they will place in the 

room. Remind them that they do not need to include everything at once, just the most significant items.

When they have drawn the furniture they need to decide how they will make each piece, annotating their 

diagram with this information. See next page for ideas. 

2) Preparing the box

Each child will need a shoe-box (without lid) for their “special 
place”. 

Begin by adding flooring. 

• To make the flooring, choose a piece of paper or fabric which is 
bigger than the longer side of the box.
• Stand this side of the box on the paper/fabric and draw around it
• Cut the piece out and use pritt stick or double sided tape to stick 
it to the “floor”

3) Adding detail

• Do the same with the ‘walls’ of the box. It is easier to cut out 
each wall separately, as with the floor. 
• Use felt tips to add details such as wooden floors, wall paper 
patterns etc

• Look at the next page for furniture ideas. Demonstrate how to use a range of materials such as foil, 
matchsticks and corks to make objects.

When all the furniture is ready, use a glue gun to stick it inside the box.

matchstickspiece of card

picture cut out from magazine, behind 

see-through paper (acetate)

Annotated Diagram



My Favourite Place continued..

A Coffee Table

Cover a small box in 
brown paper as though 

you are wrapping a 

present. 

How to make.. All examples by children from Christopher Hatton School., 

Holborn, London
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Take two corks and cut 

them in half length-ways. 

An adult will need to use 

a knife for this bit. 

Take a piece of card and cut out 

a small circle for the table top. 

Glue the ends of the cork 

halves to the cardboard. 

When it’s completely dry, 
flip it over, and you will have 

your coffee table. 

To make a mirror, glue a strip 

of silver paper or tin foil onto 

one of the doors or the side. 

Using a black felt tip, 

carefully draw on the 

doors, drawers and 

handles. 

Wardrobes

Farm Animals

glue here...

Make four small 

holes in a cork, 

using the end of a 

scissor blade, or a 

craft knife (with an 

adult).

Dab strong glue 

into the four 

holes and stick 

a matchstick into 

each one, for the 

legs. Dry upside 

down. 

glue here


