
Year 3 were introduced to the idea of a family tree. 

Imagining themselves as trees, they considered what 

their leaves would show and reveal about them, and 

then created symbols accordingly.  

The symbols were drawn out in pencil and coloured 

in using pencil crayons. 

The class created realistic looking trees using brown 

tissue paper and PVA glue, from which their leaves 

could grow.

1) Making the tree trunk

• For the base, use corrugated card as it strong enough to 
withstand all the glue..

• Draw an outline 
of a tree. It should 

have a thick 

trunk and about 6 

branches (make 

sure the branches 

are at least 2 cm thick)

To give the effect of bark, use PVA and brown tissue paper
• Scrunch pieces of tissue paper into small balls and stick inside the 
tree outline using PVA

• Squish the glue and tissue paper together so there are no air gaps
• Keep doing this until the whole tree is brown, and then coat all of the tissue paper with another layer of PVA. 
• When it dries, cut around the outline - the glue will make the tissue paper have a realistic bark effect.

2) Making the symbol leaves

• Take a piece of A3 cartridge paper and draw six or more leaf shapes, 
each around 6cm long

• On each leaf, draw a symbol or an image that represents the child. 
• Colour in with pencil crayon or watercolour paints

3) Putting the tree together

• Cut out and attach to the branches of your tree
• It’s best to use a glue gun for this, so ask an 
adult to help with this bit

• Alternatively, PVA would work fine, as long as 
the leaves can balance on the branch until the 

glue is dry

• For display, you could also create a 
background for your tree, making the setting 

wherever you like

Symbolic Trees

Why not... make a giant “class family tree”, 
with a leaf for each student?

The work on this page was created by Year 3 at 

St Mary Magdalene’s CofE School in Little Venice, London. 


